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what's new in

kitchen trends
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EXPERT LISA PECK REVEALS WHAT'S GOT DESIGNERS BUZZING IN 2008

BY BAREBARA BALLINGER

Your misk mrrakes a lot of work deciding
on the right range, countertops and floor-
ing, right? Consider what yvour designer
goes through Lo remain on the cutting
edge—and also to help yvou, We talked
with designer Lisa Peck, who started Pisa
Design in Minneapolis 12 years ago.

We've seen the kitchen morph from a
wark station to enlarged family room
to entertainment zone, What's next?
1 see several trends on the horizon. 1
think the kitchen will remain the heart
of the house, but we may see changes
based on our country'’s aging population,
changing eating patterns and technology.
Kitchens may incorporale more conmimu-
nications centers for busy families and
older homeowners, We might find digital
bulletin boards with calendars and email
options. Technology may make it possible
for vour kitchen to keep inventory of
ingredients on hand. If you run low, an
email will tell your favorite store, which
will then deliver the food o your door.
Kitchen work triangles may become
smaller to ease cooking for people who
are preparing more meals at home be-
cause of a growing concern about healthy
cating, and to accommodate older cooks
who may not be able to walk easily. Their
kitehens may also incorporate more uni-
viersal design feafures [Or easier access.
Becanse of growing concerns about the
environment, designs may be less luxury
oriented and more geared toward using
local, renewable materials. Recyeled
goods will become “status” items. Energy
efficiency and ease of maintenance will
dlso be more of a concern when home
owners select appliances. Keeping up
with the Joneses may mean demonstral-
ing your concern about the enviromment.

& DISTINCTIVE KITCHEN SOLUTIONS

What new equipment are you seeing
in the market that homeowners may
not yet be aware of?

Microwave drawers are very now and
indluction eookiops are gaining in popu-
larity. Super-fast ovens like the Turbo
Chef are becoming available for busy
homeowners who also like to cook.

This inviting kitchen features cabinetry and
other wood accents in warm mahogany.

Granite has become 50 ho-hom, now
that everybody is nsing it. What are
the most exeiting new countertop ma-
terials? And what are you doing with
granite to make it look different?
Paperstone, made from recycled paper,
is an exciting, new durable material. Also
popular is firestone, an almost solid look-
ing Cambria, which offers a slecker look
than granite. There are also more exolic
stones on the markel. Mewer granites
have matte finishes, fewer pattemns and a
“gquieter” look. But granites also can come
honed, flamed or with a suede finish.

Not evervbody can afTord the prici-
est restaurant-style ranges, whis-
per-quiet dishwashers, refrigerators
with TVs and computers, When do
these make sense and when should
homeowners stick with the basics?
When deciding between basic and huxu-
rv choices decide what your goals are for
your project. Are yvou looking to increase
the value of your home? Are you an avid
cook or entertainer who's going to get
a greatl deal of enjovment from your
appliances? What rate of return do you
want on your investments? How long do
you plan to stay in your home? And what
types of kitchens are eommaon in your
neighborhood, if vou're concemed about
pricing yvour home out of the market.
There is such a wide range of appli-
ances on the market that in some homes,
upgrading to new ones makes sense.
Fresh finishes and new drawer pulls can
give you the edge in a neighborhood
where aging or hasic kitchens dominate.
If you have room and the budget to add
Just one upscale appliance that you'll
use—a steamer, microwave drawer,
separate cookiop or double ovens—it
can upgrade your entire project.

Talking about price, so many home-
owners want to redo their kitchens
but are flabbergasted at the prices—
an average of $108,000 nationwide
for an upscale redo. What are other
ways to keep prices down?

If people are on a tighter budget, they
should stick with hasic appliance brands
and upgrade finishes. Or, they can leave
appliances and plumbing connections in
place and upgrade the fixtures. Keeping
existing cabinets but replacing doors is
still another affordable choice.
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